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says, "that I had dropped into a stage of society that had come down unchanged 
from remotest time: for these people were self-sufficient, needing absolutely 
nothing beyond what their own efforts produced — cheese, milk, and clothing 
from their goats and sheep, and bread from their own chestnut trees" (Vol. I, 
p. 71). For supper they offered him sheep's milk in a wooden pail, from which 
the dog drank after he had finished. In the morning the shepherd gave him 
braccio (Vol. I, p. 73) "a neat basket-bowl filled with a snowy-white substance 
lying on leaves. It looked something like our cottage cheese, but it was a dish 
for the gods. It was made in some way by curdling the fresh, sweet milk of 
sheep." This seems like the delicious giaourt which the traveler in Greece and 
Turkey enjoys. But did not Polyphemus drink ewes' milk for supper, perhaps 
from a wooden pail like the Corsican's ? and did he not curdle half the milk and 
put it away " in woven baskets " (Odyssey ix. 246-49) ? 

avTiKa 8' rjixurv piv Bpof/as Xcvkoio yaXaKTOS 
irAcKTots iv raXapowriv d/wjcrajuevos KareOrjKCv, 
rjpjxrv 8' avr' Iotjjow iv ayyt<Tiv, 6<f>pa 01 eti; 
mvav alvvfiLtvip Kal ov woTtSopTrtov arj 

Among the dramatic — and usually tragic — stories of Corsican vendetta 
which Mr. Pumpelly relates is one which presents a parallel to the tradition 
of Antigone (Vol. I, p. 140). It is too long to be repeated here: but briefly, it 
tells of a young woman who stole the body of her lover, which had been publicly 
exposed after his execution for conspiracy; and after dragging it to the altar 
of the church, removed single-handed the heavy slab which closed the man's 
family tomb, and laid the body within. 

In a more general sense the whole book is a classical parallel. Raphael 
Pumpelly, geologist, explorer, archaeologist, is a sort of modern Odysseus, a 
man of many devices, who has seen the cities and learned the minds of many 
men, from Corsica to Arizona, from the Rocky Mountains to Turkestan. One 
of the last enterprises of his long and active life has been the search for the 
beginnings of Indo-European civilization on the plains of Central Asia. 

Sidney N. Deane 
Smith College 



CAESAR vi. 23 

"Robberies carry no reproach, provided they be committed outside their 
own territories. " Mr. B. W. Mitchell in his article on " Ariovistus and William 
II" (Classical Journal, February, 19 19) has used this passage to show that 
robbery and plundering were characteristic of the Germans in ancient as well 
as in modern times. Had he desired, more of this ancient evidence could have 
been collected, for it is well known and has often been cited, not however to 
show the peculiar wickedness of the Germans, but rather the character of 
primitive society to which they then, and perhaps more recently, belonged. 
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The point was properly made by Grotius, in his work De Jure Belli et Pads 
(II, 15, s, note), to illustrate the statement in his text, that in primitive times 
it was considered lawful to commit robbery and to drive away plunder from 
foreigners without declaration of war. The translation of the note with inser- 
tion of references to chapters and sections follows: 

Caesar says of the Germans (B.G. vi. 23. 6), "Robberies committed outside of the 
boundaries of the state occasion no disgrace. " Tacitus is added as a witness (Germania 
14. 6, and 26. 2), and Saxo (Gesta Damnum, Book xiv, pp. 259-60 and elsewhere: 
v, pp. 159, 170; xiv, p. 310, etc.). Likewise Servius to Virgil's Aeneid has written 
about the Etruscans (viii. 479; x. 184) and other peoples (i. 317, 527). Diodorus 
Siculus (v. 34. 6) says the same of the Lusitanians, and with him Plutarch agrees 
(Marius, 6, p. 408): "Up to the present robbery is considered among the most noble 
professions. " Similar is the fact that the Jews deny that loss ought to be made good 
which has been caused to one who is neither a Jew nor allied to the Jews (Baba Kama, 
1, 2, P- 13)- 

This general feeling about brigandage has survived until modern times 

among some peoples or in some localities. A good illustration is the rage the 

Greeks felt at Edmond About's Le Roi des Montagues, the satire of which they 

did not grasp, through fear that the exaggeration might be believed to be the 

truth. 

H. A. Sanders 



